Initial Treatment of "Pelvic Injuries" with Commercially Available Pelvic Binders Results in Displacement of Acetabular Fractures: A Report of Three Cases.
Three hemodynamically stable patients with displaced acetabular fractures were treated with commercially available pelvic binders after blunt trauma. In two of the patients, placement of the binder corresponded with transfer from a community hospital to a tertiary care facility. The pelvic binder is an increasingly utilized portable device that can provide lifesaving tamponade in patients with hemodynamically unstable pelvic injuries. However, incorrect application of the device may expose patients to unnecessary morbidity. This report demonstrates the need to establish appropriate guidelines and provide training for first responders and community physicians who are likely to encounter these fractures in the acute setting.